


What does it mean to be the

family of God?
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Ephesians 2:19-21 NLT

PSo now you Gentiles are the foundation of the
no longer strangers and apostles and the prophets.
foreigners. You are citizens And the cornerstone is
along with all of God’s holy Christ Jesus himself. "We

‘.,p_egple. You are members of are carefully joined together
God’s family. 20Together, 1in him, becoming a holy
we are his house, built on temple for the Lord.
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R Family values: ﬁ
¢ We want all people to ‘

join the family.
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R Family values:

£ We want all people to ] Jesus 1s the centert‘

join the family. the family.

¢ The Word of God is + The family is being
the foundation of the carefully joined
family. together to build

something special.
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B\ We need to remember
~ that we serve a perfect
_______ Savior, not perfect-sla—_

_people. /\
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1 Peter 2:17a NLT

I’Respect everyone, and love the family of believers.

Be.




this family and
how does construction
take place?
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Matthew 16:15-18 NLT

LThen he asked them, “But  has revealed this to you. You
who do you say I am?” did not learn this from any

16Simon Peter answered, “You human being. 18 Now I say to

are the Messiah, the Son of the  You that you are Peter (which

‘.}_iling God.” means ‘rock’), and upon this
rock I will build my church,

and all the powers of hell will
not conquer it.”

I7Tesus replied, “You are
blessed, Simon son of John,
because my Father in heaven
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=®-— Every confession of +
faith is used by Jesus to A..l
— build His church.
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A Snapshot of the
Family of God




kcfs 2:42-47 NIV A‘

42They devoted themselves to  who had need. *°Every day they
the apostles’ teaching and to  continued to meet together in
fellowship, to the breaking of the temple courts. They broke
bread and to prayer. 3 Everyone = bread in their homes and ate
was filled with awe at the many  together with glad and sincere
wonders and signs performed  hearts, %praising God and

-“J;by.~ the apostles. %*All the enjoying the favor of all the
believers were together and  people. And the Lord added to
had everything 1n common. their number daily those who
45They sold property and  were being saved.
possessions to give to anyone
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church is that they go
there first.
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s What we need to

understand about the =™
~sB&-family of God?
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1 Peter 2:4-5 NIV

4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but

chosen by God and precious to him— >you also, like living stones,

~ are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy

‘.Qricsthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.
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Let’s focus on three‘..

.. two-word phrases:
s
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Let’s focus on three two-word phrases:

- Living
stones




We receive life from the
living Stone (Jesus) so we
can share life in community
with each other.
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Let’s focus on three two-word phrases:

Living Being
== stones built




Jesus is building us not to put us
on display for the world. He is
uilding us so He can use us
to reach the world.
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Let’s focus on three two-word phrases:

y
o Living Being Spiritual

stones built house




Our lives disconnected from
the family of God can be very
empty and very destructive.




God has called us to be living
stones, who are a work in
rogress, and are being used
to build a spiritual house and
into a spiritual family.
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1 Peter 2:9 NIV

‘But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy

_ nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises
-‘..of_him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
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